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secondary education, higher education, and population 
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1980-81, 1985-86, and 1991-92 school years on enrollment, 
instructional staff, expenditures, and federal funds for education. 
Numbers of schools, enrollment, numbers of teachers, high school 
graduates, finances, and pupil-teacher ratios are summarized for 
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1960, 1970, 1980, and 1991; and they concern enrollment by eight 
selected age groups and educational attainment of persons over age 25 
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The following tables are a small sample of wnat is 
contained in the Digest of Education Statistics, 1992. 

Since 1870, the federal government has been gathering 
and reporting data about students, teachers, schools, 
and educational funding. The National Center for 
Education Statistics (NCES), as the statistical arm of the 
U.S. Department of Education, annually compiles data 
covering all aspects of education in the Digest of 
Education Statistics, 

The D/gesf includes data from many sources, both 
government and private, and draws especially on the 
results of the surveys conducted by NCES, The book 
has Information on the number of schools and colleges, 
enrollments and graduates, and characteristics of 
teachers and students. In addiifon. It contains figures on 
educational attainment, dropouts, finances, federal and 
state funds for education, employment and income of 
graduates, international educational comparisons, and 
libraries. Supplemental tables on population trends, 
attitudes about education, education characteristics of 
the labor force, government finances, and economic 
trends provide background for evaluating education data. 

To obtain the complete 491 -page Digest of Education 
Statistics, 1992, see the ordering information at the end 
of this booklet. 
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National Center for Education Statistics 

"The purpose of the Center shall be to collect, analyze, and 
disseminate statistics and other data related to education 
In the United States and In other nations." — Section 406(b) 
of the General Education Provisions Act, as amended (20 
U.S.C. 1221e-1). 
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Overview 







School year 




Chtrtcttrtttlc 1 970-71 


1980-81 


1985-86 


1991-92' 


Enrollment 




(In thousands) 




Total, all levels 


59.638 


58.305 


57.226 


f^i 1 QQ 


Elementary/secondary, total 


51 ,257 


46,208 


44,979 


47.032 


Public schools 


45,894 


40,877 


39,422 




Private schools 


5.3S3 


5,331 


5.557 




Hiaher education total 


8.581 


12.097 


12.247 


14,157 


Public colleges 


6,428 


9.457 


9.479 


1 1 17d 


Private colleges 


2.153 


2.640 


2.768 




InttructlontI staff 










Total, all levels 


2,766 


3.172 


3.264 


3.645 


Elementary/secondary teachers . 


2.292 


2.486 


2.549 


2,786 


Public schools 


2,059 


2,185 


2.206 


2,431 


Private schools 


233 


301 


343 


ODD 


uoiiege Tocuiiy ^senior 










Instructional staff only) 


474 


'686 


'715 


859 


Public colleges 


314 


M95 


'503 


610 




1 AH 


•191 


'212 


249 


KA^VI lUI iUI W 




(In billions) 




Total, all levels 


$75.7 


$182.8 


$269.5 


$425.2 


Elementary/secondary 










expenditures 


48.2 


112.3 


161.8 


261.1 


Public SCriOOlS 


45.5 


104.1 


148.6 


240.9 




2.7 


8.2 


13.2 


20.1 


College expenditures^ 


27.5 


70.5 


107.7 


1R4 n 


Public colleges 


18.0 


46.6 


70.1 




Private colleges 


9.5 


24.0 


37.6 








FItcal year 






1980 


1985 


19S0 


1992^ 


Ftdoral funds for sducation 




(in 


billions) 




Total, all agencies 


$34.3 


$38.8 


$51.4 


$61.4 


Elementary/secondary education 


16.0 


16.9 


22.0 


28.3 


Higher education programs 


10.9 


11.0 


13.4 


14.4 


Research at colleges 


5.8 


8.8 


12.6 


14.7 


Other education programs 


1.5 


2.1 


3.4 


4.0 


Non-federal funds generated by 










federal programs 


4.9 


8.7 


11.2 


13.9 


See footnotes at end of booklet 
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Elementary/Secondary Education 



School yaar 



CharacUrlstIc 



197(K71 1980-81 1985-66 1990^91 



Public school districts 



Rsgulsr schools 



Combined elementary/secondary 

Private schools, total 

Elementary 

Secondary 

Combined elementary/secondary 

Enrollmsnt (fall) 



(In units) 



Percent of students in private 
schools 

Tsachers (fall) 



Secondary 

Private schools 

Elementary 

Secondary 

High school graduates 



Private schools 

Public school finances 

Revenues, total 

Revenues, by source of funds 

Total 

Federal 

State 

Local 



17,995 


16.912 


M5.713 


15 258 


89,372 


83,688 


'82.190 


81 ,746 


64,020 


59,326 


'58.801 


59,015 


23,572 


22,619 


'21 .406 


20.406 


1.780 


1.743 


'1,983 


2,325 




19.029 


22,690 







13,333 


15,303 


— 




2.237 


2,438 






3.459 


4,949 






(In thousands) 




51,257 


46,208 


44,979 


M6,450 


45,894 


40.877 


39,422 


Ml ,224 


32,558 


27,647 


27.034 


^29.888 


13,336 


13,231 


12.388 


Ml, 336 




5.331 


5.557 




4,052 


3,992 


4.195 


M,090 


1 ,oi 1 


1,339 


1.362 


1 ,10b 


10.5 


11.5 


12.4 


*11.3 




((n thousands) 




2,292 


2,486 


2,549 


*2.751 




2.185 


2,206 




1,130 


1.190 


1,237 


*1.426 


929 


995 


969 


'972 


233 


301 


343 


'354 


153 


212 


246 


'254 


80 


89 


97 


*100 


2,938 


3,020 


2.643 


'2.511 


2,638 


2.725 


2.383 


'2,263 


300 


295 


260 


'247 




(In billions) 




$44.5 


$105.9 


$149.1 


*$207.6 




(Percent) 




100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


8.4 


9.2 


6.75 


6.1 



39.1 
52.5 



47.4 
43.4 



49.4 
43.9 



'47.2 
M6.6 



ERJC 



Elementary/Secondaty Education 



School yMr 



Charactorlttlc 



1970-71 198(K-81 1965-86 1990-91 



Public school flnancM (continued) 

(In billions) 

Public school expenditures, total.... $45.5 $10^,.1 $148.6 ^$227.6 

Current expenditures 39.6 96.5 — — 

-for regular school program ... 38.> 94.3 1 37.2 ^$201 .4 

-for other programs 1.0 1.2 — — 

Interest on school debt 1 .3 1 .9 ~ — 

Capital outlay 4.6 6.7 — — 

Average annual salary for (In units) 

public school teachers^ $9,268 $17,644 $25,199 $32,977 

Current expenditure per pupil in 
average daily attendance in 

public schools $911 $2,502 $3,756 '$5,243 

PuplMMchtr ratios (bastd on 
•nrollmsnt) 

Public schools 22.3 10.7 17.9 M7.2 

Private schools 23.0 17.7 16.2 ^14.7 



Highe'/ Education 



Schrol ysar 



Characttrlttic 1970-71 1980-.S1 1985-86 1990-91 



Numbw of colltgM (In units) 







3.231 


3.340 


3.559 






1.497 


1.498 


1.567 






552 


566 


595 






945 


932 


972 






1.734 


1.842 


1,992 






1.405 


1.463 


1.546 






329 


379 


446 






7.730 


'8.956 


6.455 


Public 




896 


'830 


529 






790 


'1.797 


1.159 






6.044 


'6.329 


4.767 
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Higher Education 



Characttrlatic 



Enrollmtnt (fall) 

Total, h'-^her oduoation , 

Control 
Public 

4-year 

2-year 

Private 

4-year 

2-year 

Student attendance status 

Full-time 

Part-time 

Sex of student 

Men 

Women 



Distribution, by race/ethnicity' 

White, non-Hispanic 

Black, non-Hispanic 

Hispanic 

Asian/Pacific Islander 

American Inaian/Alaskan Native 

Faculty 

Total (senior instructional 

staff only) 

4-year 

2-year 

Dagraaa confarrad 

Associate 

Bachelor's 

Master's 

First-professional 

Doctor*s 

Awarded to women 

Associate 

Bachelor's 

Master's 

First-professional 

Doctor's 



School yaar 
1070-71 1980-81 1985-86 1990-91 



(In thousands) 



8,581 


12,097 


12,247 


^13.710 


6,428 


9.457 


9,479 


*10,741 


4.233 


5,129 


5.210 


^5.803 


2.195 


4,329 


4.270 


M,938 


2.153 


2.640 


2,768 


*2,970 


2,029 


2.442 


. 2.506 


*2,726 


124 


198 


261 


*243 


5,816 


7.098 


7.075 


*7,780 


2.765 


4.999 


5.172 


*5.930 


5.044 


5.874 


5.818 


'6.239 


3.537 


6.223 


6.429 


V.472 



(Percent) 





100.0 


»100.0 


MOO.O 




83.5 


*81.6 


*80.2 




9.4 


»8.9 


*9.2 




4.0 


»5.1 


*5.7 




2.4 


="3.7 


M.2 




0.7 


'0.7 


*0.8 




(In thousands) 




474 


'686 


'715 


•824 


382 


'494 


'504 


•584 


92 


'192 


'211 


•241 




(In thousands) 




253 


416 


446 


'470 


840 


935 


988 


'1,084 


231 


296 


289 


'33 


38 


72 


74 


'73 


32 


33 


34 


'40 



(Percent) 



42.8 


54.7 


56.0 


'58.9 


43.4 


49.8 


50.8 


'54.1 


40.1 


50.3 


50.3 


'53.4 


6.3 


26.6 


33.4 


'38.4 


14.3 


31.1 


35.2 


'37.5 



Higher Education 



Charactorittic 



FInancM 

Revenues, total public and 
private ^ 

Revenues, by source of funds 

Total 

Tuition and fees 

Federal governments*^ 

State governments 

Local governments 

Private sources 

Endowment income 

Sates and services/other 

Expenditures, total public and 

private^ 

Public colleges 

Current-fund expenditures 

Additions to plant value 

Private colleges 

Current-fund expenditures 

Additions to plant value 

Average annuai rates for tuition, and 
room and board^ 

Public 

Tuition and fees (in-state) 

Room and board 

Private 

Tuition and fees (in-state) 

Room and board 



School y«ar 
1970-71 1980-41 19&S-86 1990-91 



(In billions) 



$23.9 


$65.6 


$100.4 


•$139.6 




(Percent) 




100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


•100.0 


21.0 


21 .0 


23.0 


•24.3 


19.3 


14.9 


12.6 


»12.4 


27.6 


30.7 


29.8 


»27.5 


3.8 


2.7 


2.5 


»2.6 


5.1 


4.8 


5.4 


»5.6 


2.3 


2.1 


2.3 


•2.3 


20.9 


23.8 


24.4 


•25.4 




(In billions) 




$27.5 


$70.5 


$107.7 


i$155.6 


18.0 


46.6 


70.1 


^99.8 


15.0 


42.3 


63.2 




3.0 


4.3 


6.9 




9.5 


24.0 


37.6 


^55.8 


8.4 


21 .8 


34.3 




1.1 


2.2 


3.3 





$2,373 


^$3,571 


$4,757 


635 


1.045 


1.454 


1,739 


'2,527 


3.303 


5,470 


'8.885 


12.910 


3.498 


5.789 


8.772 


1,972 


'3.095 


4.137 



$1,287 
351 
936 
2.738 
1.684 
1.054 
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Population Characteristics'^ 



Year 



WIICII ■UIVI Ivllw 


1960 


1970 


1980 


1991 


Enrollmtnt rsttt of ••l«ct*d 




(Percent) 




population sgt groups, October 














20.5 


36.7 


40.5 




80,7 


89.5 


95.7 


95.4 




99.5 


99,? 


99.3 


99.6 




90.3 


94.1 


93.4 


96.0 




36.4 


47.7 


46.4 


59.6 




13.1 


21.5 


22.3 


30.2 




4.9 


7.5 


9.3 


10.2 


30- to 34-year-olds 


Z ^ 


4.2 


6.4 


6.2 


Educational attainment of persons 










25 and over, March: 










Completing less than 5 years of 












8.3 


5.3 


3.4 


'22.4 


Completing high school 


41.1 


55.2 


68.6 


"77.6 


Completing at least 4 years of 












7.7 


11.0 


17.0 


"21.3 



—Data not available or not applicable. 
^Estimated. 

^Includes current-fund expenditures and additions to plant value. 
^1986^7 data. 
^Preliminary data. 
M 989-90 data. 

•Data collected by the National Education Association 
^Distribution for United States citizens only. 

•Because of revised survey methods, data are not comparable with figures for earlier 
years. 

^Preliminary data for 1989-90. 

^^Federally supported student aid received through students is shown under '.jitlon 
and under sales and services/other. 
^^Bureau of the Census data. 
^*1990 data. 

NOTE.— Be aware of the limitations of statistics. These limitations vary with the 
particular survev. More information on survey methodologies is In tho "Guide to 
Sources" in the appendix of the Digest of Education Statistics, 1992. All data are for 
the 50 states and District of Columbia. Finance data not adjusted for Inflation. Some 
data are revised from previously published figures. Because of rounding, details 
may not add to totals. 

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 
Digest of Education Statistics, 1992. (This publication was prepared September 
1992.) t ^ 
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